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Project partners: British Council, Mondriaan Foundation, ARTPLAY Design Centre, Museum of Cinema, Centre Pompidou

The cinema which can be “watched with your hands”. The cinema which is watched by the “machine” instead of a human being. The filmshow, where the spectator can’t just relax in his chair, he has to create the movie. The participants of  “Media Forum – 2012” think that all this is much more fun than an ordinary Hollywood blockbaster .  One  of them – the artist Chris Hales – is literally crazy on the idea of the interactive cinema. Since 1990 he has authored more than 30 of such films and dedicated to the phenomenon his PhD thesis “Rethinking the[image: image1.png]Dopym
s cpoerro




 Interactive Movie” (2006).

In his works Chris tests every method which can be used by the spectator to get involved in his films structure: to choose one of the offered options of the plot development or change the narrative details (in example, slam the protagonist’s flat and ruin his evening), or find the needed key to continue the film altogether.  One of his projects makes the spectator to follow several screens simultaneously and constantly interfere, otherwise the universal harmony will turn into universal chaos and the discord in one of the plot lines will spread onto others. At one stage it begins to look like a computer game, but with completely different art objectives and content. Besides Hales puts forward the works in various styles and forms: multiscreen film, landscape sketch, slapstick comedy, documentary. He combines the possibilities of cinema and visual art.

Professor Hales gives a practical course in Moscow on what happens in the world when the spectator touches the screen and thereby changes the film’s plot altogether

The master class structure:

23 June

10.00 – 17.00 – Open day. Dedicated to the history and theory of interactive cinema. Though it seems, that the artist himself worked off every possible strategy of cooperation with the audience, he will begin the workshop not with his own works. He will tell in detail what is the interactivity, who and how used its strategies over a period of all the “history of moving images”.

24 -27 June

All the next days will be dedicated to the practical part of the workshop. Every day, from 10.00 to 17.00 Chris Hales is going to work with the participants, to help them in inventing and embodying their own interactive cinema. The lecturer will explain the technological side of the process, editing methods and how to use the essential software. The common material will be shown on the instructional models and then Chris will work with every participant individually. In the end there will be the presentation of the workshop’s results in the form of the interactive performance. 

The terms of the participation:

Chris Hales’ workshop is primarily intended for artists and students who want to learn how to make interactive cinema and deeper understand its theory. However, everyone who is interested in this subject, including non-specialists, might come and listen to Chris in the first open day.

There are some restrictions concerning the number of listeners. On the first day the hall can accommodate no more than 200 persons. Next four days, when Chris will work with the group – no more than 20 persons.

The workshop participants will be picked out on the basis of the preliminary registration (there are two separate registrations for the first day and three other days). Those who sent an application for the practical part, but were not selected, automatically become the listeners of the first day.

The workshop is free of charge.

More information at : http://mediaforum.mediaartlab.ru/
Registration for the open day - http://mediaartlab.timepad.ru/event/25990
(deadline 7 June)

Registration for the practical part - http://mediaartlab.timepad.ru/event/26988
(deadline – 20 June)











